Interim Meeting of International Committee Representatives ,21-22 January 1994 Ballerup, Denmark
The meeting of International Committee Representatives which met directly after the Executive Board meeting was attended by representatives of 15 National Member Societies as well as members of the Executive Board.
Papers on ISPO policies and activities were presented to the meeting by members of the Executive Board. The Chairman of the Finance Committee, Bent Ebskov, and the Honorary Treasurer, J. Steen Jensen, reported on the finances of the Society. The Chairman of the Education Committee, John Hughes presented a report on the Society's activities on education. The Membership Task Officer, Hans Arendzen and the Honorary Secretary reported on membership and National Member Society development. Hans Arendzen, David N. Condie and the Honorary Secretary presented a report on publications which covered the publication of a promotional brochure, the publication of a subscription flyer for Prosthetics and Orthotics International and progress with the journal. David N. Condie informed the meeting of the Society's involvement in developing international standards in prosthetics and orthotics. Per Christiansen reported on the status of the professional register. Three Consensus Conferences are currently being planned. The President reported on progress with the development of a Consensus Conference on Appropriate Prosthetic Technology in Developing Countries, David N. Condie on the status of a Consensus Conference on Orthotic Management of Cerebral Palsy and George Murdoch on a proposal for a Consensus Conference on the Management of Poliomyelitis. The President presented a report on consumer interests on behalf of the Society's consumer consultant, Cliff Chadderton. The President-Elect, Seishi Sawamura, informed the meeting of developments with regard the role of international consultants in the Society. John Craig, the International Consultant to Central and South America, gave a report of activities in that region. The Honorary Secretary outlined the relationships of the Society with other international organisations. The President presented a report on the World Congresses which covered the Congress in Bologna, Italy 1980, the 7th World Congress, Chicago, USA 1992, the 8th World Congress in Melbourne, Australia 1995 and the 9th World Congress in Amsterdam 1998. These reports were discussed and comments were made on these presentations for consideration by the Executive Board.
National Member Societies presented reports of the activities in their countries related to education and training for prosthetists and orthotists, research efforts in prosthetics and orthotics, governmental and non-governmental organisation activities in prosthetics and orthotics for developing countries and twinning. The reports were presented by Juan Martina (Caribbean), Lars Nummelin (Finland), Gerhard Fitzlaff (Germany), Yeun Tsz Kuen (Hong Kong), Jan Geertzen (The Netherlands), Robin Platts (UK), John Michael (USA), K. N. Niazi (Pakistan), Eiji Tazawa (Japan), Jean Halcrow (Australia), Guy Martel (Canada), Martin Goplen (Norway), R. K. Srivastava (India), Wyn Beasley (New Zealand) and E. Deschoolmeester (Belgium). The meeting had a full discussion of these reports. In particular, it discussed the principle of whether the International Society should make a financial contribution to the twinning arrangements entered into by individual National Member Societies. The consensus of the meeting was that the International Society should not do so.
The meeting discussed the composition of the International Committee and representation at the Interim Meeting. It was suggested that it may be better if the Interim Meeting was a full International
Committee meeting that had full Constitutional rights. It was pointed out that the Interim Meeting of International Committee Representatives came about at the request of the joint International Committee and Executive Board working g:oup. The numbers had been limited to one representative from each National Member Society in order to keep the costs of such a meeting at a reasonable level.
No conclusion was reached on this issue. The meeting discussed the matter of therapy representation on the Executive Board. It was generally felt that there is a need to make sure that the Executive Board has as wide a representation from the different professions as possible. It would be possible for the Executive Board to appoint consultants if the elected Board did not represent all the major professions.
The President presented the slate of nominations for the Executive Board for the next triennium (please see report on Executive Board meeting). The President explained that the slate conformed with the Constitution in as much that it reflects, as far as possible, the various professional disciplines and interests and the appropriate cultural and geographical distribution of the Society. The slate was discussed by the meeting and it would be sent out to the National Member Societies to seek either agreement or further nominations.
The meeting looked at the proposed amendments to the Constitution and suggested that the Executive Board look at the wording of the proposed amendment 2.5.1 previously published in the Journal with the suggestion that it should be re-worded.
The meeting proved to be a successful event which provided a good forum for exchange of information between the Executive Board and representatives of the International Committee.
Norman A. Jacobs Honorary Secretary
